Fall/Winter 2020

A Season for Thanks and Giving
Dear LCM Friends,

A Child’s Christmas

As this very challenging year draws to a close,
our hearts are full of thanks and giving. We were
overjoyed with the outstanding community support from the very successful Capps & Community
Charity Challenge. I am also grateful for a number
of other community benefits and grants that
supported our emergency services during the
pandemic. So much is happening at LCM right now.
Our small but mighty volunteer crew continues
to address increased needs for food, financial assistance and New Tomorrows services while we
work to give hope and joy to a growing number of
children in need through A Child’s Christmas.
We are truly blessed to have the support of a compassionate and engaged lake community. This year
has been trying for us all. In a year when finances
and volunteers were in short supply, it would have
been easy for LCM to scale back and provide only
food assistance. The community rallied around
LCM and enabled us to continue to provide a full
array of crisis services in collaborative and innovative ways to meet the needs of a growing number
of vulnerable families. If I had one wish for the
holidays this year, it would be to see more people,
who are able, join us in our efforts to impact
poverty in 2021. Consider joining the LCM family
of volunteers. I promise the blessings you gain
from the experience will be “priceless.”
We wish you and your family a happy holiday
season and the blessing of a safe and healthy 2021!
In appreciation,

Although Christmas may be weeks away, Lake Christian
Ministries’ volunteers have been busy organizing A Child’s
Christmas for a growing number of children in need. This
year, many local families are struggling with the economic
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and are seeking assistance from LCM for the first time.
Christmas should be a joy-filled time of year for all God’s
children, rich and poor. Our volunteers have been processing A Child’s Christmas applications since mid-October
for children whose family income is often not enough to
pay bills and never enough to buy new clothes or gifts.
Parents provide the sizes and types of clothes each child
needs, as well as the toys or gifts their children want for
Christmas. Last year, 358 children who live in poverty in
the Smith Mountain Lake area received gifts, joy and hope
through this program.
This year, many of the community activities that traditionally supported the program were cancelled due to the
pandemic. Despite the setbacks, our volunteers have found
innovative ways to work with businesses and churches to
make this program possible during the pandemic.

Jane Winters
Executive Director
Lake Christian Ministries

Continued inside

A Child’s Christmas (Cont.)
Several local businesses are collecting toys and many
churches are finding creative ways to manage children’s
Angel Tree requests despite limited access to their facilities. Civic and social organizations, as well as concerned
individuals, are providing cash donations to help cover
expenses for clothes and gifts that are not addressed by
other types of community support.
Volunteers will distribute the gift bags to eligible families
the Saturday morning before Christmas. “We may be giving gifts to the children, but the joy and love we receive in
return is the true Christmas blessing,” commented an
LCM volunteer.
A listing of toy collection locations and Angel Tree partners is provided below and posted the LCM website at
lakechristianministries.org. For more information or to
volunteer, call LCM Volunteer Lynda Imirie at 540-4932117. Cash donations can be sent to LCM, P.O. Box 695,
Moneta, 24121 with a memo: Children’s Programs.

Toy Collection Locations
Bedford County
Moneta Farm and Home Center
Dollar General, Moneta in cooperation
with Sea Tow
SML and Moneta Libraries
Franklin County
Mama Ann’s (formerly The General Store)
Capps Home Building Center
Dollar General, Westlake in cooperation
with Sea Tow
Dollar General, Scruggs in cooperation
with Sea Tow
Hot Shots Family Fun Center
Westlake Automotive
Westlake Library

Angel Tree Partners
Bedford County
Bethlehem United Methodist Church
Resurrection Catholic Church
Patmos United Methodist Church
Antique Mall, Downtown Moneta
Mariners Landing
Franklin County
Trinity Ecumenical Parish
American National Bank
Blackwater Café
Carilion Wellness

Grateful for Grant Support
During the last quarter, LCM received the following
grants that will enhance existing programs to better
serve our neighbors in need. We gratefully acknowledge
the two grantors who have provided the following support:
• Bedford Community Health Foundation provided a
$8,500 grant to assist Bedford County residents who
are participating in the 2021 New Tomorrows Program. $5,000 will be devoted to health services for
New Tomorrows clients and $3,500 will underwrite
the case management software for the New Tomorrows Program.
• Smith Mountain Lake Rotary Club provided a Rotary

district grant that was matched by the local club for a
total $5,400 to create indoor and outdoor farmer’s
market produce displays at Lake Christian Ministries.
A project team of volunteers from the SML Rotary
and LCM are working to order the equipment and
prepare the space for the new produce display areas
at LCM with the hope of completing the project by
year end.

Demand for LCM Services Grows
during Pandemic
A growing number of families in need are seeking assistance from LCM. Many are new faces who are coming
to LCM for the first time. Over the last three months,
demand for food assistance and financial aid has grown
significantly. During this time, Lake Christian Ministries’
dedicated volunteers delivered the following services to
our neighbors in need:
Food Assistance was provided for:
• 775 individuals in August
• 794 in September
• and 895 individuals during October

A total of 24,640 meals were provided to food insecure
families during the three month period.
•
•
•
•

Financial assistance in the amount of:
$9,134 for 16 requests in August
$27,963 for 38 requests in September
and $31,436 for 55 requests in October

A total of $68,533 of financial aid was provided to assist
109 families with housing, utilities and medical services
during the past three months.

Capps & Community Charity Challenge Was a Huge Success
A challenge was made and the Smith Mountain Lake community responded overwhelmingly! Lake Christian
Ministries, the Agape Center and SML Good Neighbors cannot thank Capps Home Building Center, our supporting
sponsors and the SML community enough for helping us raise over $295,000 during the Capps & Community Charity
Challenge from October 12 through 17.
This unique collaborative online giving event was conducted to support the food assistance, financial aid and
educational support services these charities are providing to a growing number of families impacted by the economic
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic. Capps Home Building Center, which initiated the community challenge
concept, and other generous supporting sponsors agreed to match up to $100,000 in contributions made during the
week. As contributions reached that goal by mid-week, new sponsors stepped forward to add another $40,000 to the
challenge pot. At the week’s end, community donations exceeded the new goal of $140,000 in matching funds and
generated $295,080 for the three charities. In addition to the generous financial support provided at a time when
these charities desperately needed it, the goodwill and well wishes received from the community were priceless.
For LCM, these funds will help meet the increased demand for food and financial services we anticipate through the
end of 2020. LCM continues to serve a growing number of neighbors in need with food assistance, clothing support,
financial aid and New Tomorrows services. Demand for food and financial aid services has significantly increased
during the last few months and we anticipate this demand to stay high well into next year.
A big THANK YOU goes out to Capps Home Building Center, other supporting sponsors and the community for their
big-hearted contributions that enabled the three charities to go above and beyond our fundraising goal during a
pandemic.

Sponsors of the Capps & Community Charity Challenge present a check representing matching funds for the October 12-17 online fundraising
event to the executive directors of Lake Christian Ministries, The Agape Center and SML Good Neighbors.

Capps & Community Charity Challenge

Deb Beran, Inc. Donates Truck to LCM

Special thanks to the challenge and supporting sponsors
for the Capps & Community Charity Challenge online giving event held October 12 - 17. Proceeds benefited Lake
Christian Ministries, the Agape Center and SML Good
Neighbors.

Challenge Sponsor

Capps Home Building Center
Supporting Sponsors
Diamond
David and Michelle Baldacci
Riddick Home Services
Platinum
Patsy and John Smart Family
The Windward

Gold
Seven Oaks Landscaping Services
Coveside Consulting LLC
Shumaker Industries
Denali General Contractors
Mariners Landing Development Corporation
Rick and Deb Cocrane
Runk and Pratt
Silver
Houff Transfer
Deona Houff
F&S Building
Faber CPA Firm LLC
Bayside Marina & Yacht Club
Uttermost
Westlake Automotive Services
Moneta Farm and Home Center

Jane Winters, LCM executive director; Deb Beran, Deb Beran, Inc. RE/
MAX Lakefront Realty; and Mark Oliver, LCM warehouse manager.

Lake Christian Ministries recently received a generous
donation of a box truck from Deb Beran Inc. RE/Max
Lakefront Realty. Valued at $4,500, this used truck will
serve as a transport vehicle for Lake Christian Ministries
to pick up food supplies at Feeding America Southwest
and overstock food at partnering grocery stores.

“We are thrilled with the generous donation from Deb
Beran, Inc. Our drivers have borrowed this vehicle multiple times over the years to accommodate large load pickups at Feeding America in Salem. This vehicle is perfectly
positioned to drive into loading docks and transfer large
loads of food supplies directly into the truck,” said Jane
Winters, executive director, Lake Christian Ministries.
“Our agency does not have the resources to purchase a
transport vehicle like this one,” added Winters. “We are
extremely thankful to Deb Beran for her business partnership over the years and for this very generous donation of ‘Max,’ a name lovingly given to the truck by Deb
Beran. This vehicle is vital to our mission to serve those
in need in our community.”

Bronze
Phil Hager Insurance Agency
Bartlett Tree Experts
Beacon Counseling Group
Smith Mountain Lake Animal Hospital
Over the Top Matching
Carol and Bill Harding
Moneta Lions Club
Jon Atchue and Amy Bird
Coveside Consulting LLC
Joan Griffith—Keller Williams Realty
Group of Generous Anonymous Supporters

LCM Volunteer Carla Laseter assists two members of the SML Boomer
Band make a donation to the Capps & Community Charity Challenge at
the October 14 donor hospitality event held at Capps Home Building
Center.

Local Charities Benefit from Tee It Up for
SML Golf Tournament

Volunteers Make a Difference
A warm welcome to the new volunteers who joined LCM
during the summer months of June through October. The
following volunteers are now part of the LCM Family!
Tammy Eckart
Donna Carter
Judy Plum
Tracy Relyea
Marie Poortie
Robin Cowan
Karen Arends

Nicole Wright-Bailey
Terry McNichol
Eric Cheney
Karen Jeffery
Joanne Genz
William Iceman

We also said goodbye to the following dedicated LCM
volunteers. We wish them well in the next chapter of
their lives and will miss them dearly.
Ann Johnson
Tina Rex
Patty McMican
Bob Riddick (left) presents a check for the proceeds of the Tee It Up for SML
Golf Tournament to charity directors Sue Lipscomb, the Agape Center; Jane
Winters, Lake Christian Ministries; and Lisa Lietz, SML Good Neighbors.

Three local charities, the Agape Center, Lake Christian
Ministries and SML Good Neighbors, shared the proceeds
from Tee It Up for SML, a golf tournament held on
September 14 hosted by Riddick Home Services. These
charities shared $10,000 to support their efforts to assist
families in the Smith Mountain Lake community who are
struggling with the economic impact of the COVID-19
pandemic.
“We are grateful to Riddick Home Services, the tournament sponsors and all the golfers who participated in this
successful event. During a time when so many in our
community are faced with job loss, inability to pay rent,
hunger, and children are not able to fully participate in
classroom experiences, our services are needed more
than ever before. These funds will help our charities provide food, financial aid, job support and educational enrichment programs for families and children in need,”
commented Jane Winters, executive director for Lake
Christian Ministries.
“Every business nationwide is taking a good look at the
needs of their communities. What we saw was our local
charities struggling to keep up with the demand created
by our new circumstances. In an effort to mix business
with pleasure, we chose to host our second annual golf
tournament to benefit the Agape Center, Lake Christian
Ministries and SML Good Neighbors. A very good time for
a very worthy cause!” said Bob Riddick, Owner of Riddick
Home Services.

Sandra Purcell
Linda Walters
Lynn Girard

Volunteers Needed
LCM continues to provide much needed crisis services on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings (9am to noon)
for vulnerable families during the pandemic. We work to
provide a safe and healthy environment for our neighbors
and volunteers by following strict health department and
CDC guidelines.
During this time, we are in great need of volunteers. Many
volunteers have stepped away from their volunteer duties
due to health concerns. New volunteers are needed to
help us provide the level of services required to address
the growing needs in our community. Volunteers are
needed in the following areas:
Front Office - Check-In for neighbors
Food Pantry - Prepare food boxes with fellow volunteers
Warehouse - Receive donations and deliveries and load food
for drive-through food assistance
Financial Aid - Assist neighbors with financial aid requests
New Tomorrows – Partner with neighbors to help with job
assistance, educational support and community referrals.
Clothing - Sort and display clothing donations
Computer Network &Technical Support - Support LCM’s
local network of computers. Skills needed include practical
PC skills and experience with home or office networks

Consider volunteering one morning a week. You will find
the experience extremely rewarding and fulfilling. If you
are interested in volunteering, please contact Jane
Winters, LCM executive director at lcmexdr@gmaill.com;
Don Blanchard, LCM administrative assistant, at
lcmdonblanchard@gmail.com; or complete a volunteer
application under the Volunteer tab on the LCM website
at www.lakechristianministries.org.

Year-End Support

Tribute to LCM Volunteer
Lawrence “Larry” Broomall, Jr.

Due to the overwhelming community support for the
Capps & Community Charity Challenge, we will not be
sending a year-end appeal to our donors. If you would
like to make a donation to help with holiday meals, A
Child’s Christmas or with the growing food and financial
aid expenses for our neighbors in need, please donate
online at LCM’s website www.lakechristianministries.org
or mail donations to Lake Christian Ministries, P.O Box
695, Moneta, VA 24121.

Demand for LCM Services Grows During Pandemic

Larry Broomall (right) at Lake Christian Ministries’ 2019 SML Walk to
End Poverty.

The Lions Club prepares Christmas meal boxes for families in need.

Holiday Wish List for Families in Need
This year due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic,
a growing number of families will not be able to enjoy
a holiday meal or provide gifts for their children. Lake
Christian Ministries is working to make this holiday a
joy-filled time of year for children and families in need.
A Child’s Christmas provides warm clothes and a toy/
gift for children, ages 16 and under, who live in homes
where finances are often not enough to pay bills, much
less to buy gifts. We are preparing A Child’s Christmas
gifts for 360 children in need this year.
LCM also provides food to prepare a Thanksgiving
Dinner and Christmas Breakfast for approximately 425
food insecure families. The cost for each holiday meal
box is approximately $22 for a family of four. If you
would like to make a donation to support these programs, please send donations to LCM, P.O. Box 695,
Moneta, VA 24121 with a memo: Children’s Programs
or Holiday Meals.
Other items on our “wish list” to support our families
during the winter months include:
● Wash cloths
● Queen and king size sheets
● Winter clothing and coats
Thank you for sharing hope and joy for our neighbors in
need this holiday season!

The Lake Christian Ministries family lost a long-time
volunteer and supporter on September 14, when Larry
Broomall died peacefully at his home in Moneta at age
78. Well-known for his volunteer activities in the Smith
Mountain Lake community, Larry’s involvement with
LCM began in 2010, when he served on the Rotary
Tackling Hunger Task Force with Jim Cameron, then
executive director of LCM. This led to the creation of the
Giving Garden at Booker T. Washington National Monument, which now provides thousands of pounds of fresh
vegetables each year to LCM neighbors.
From 2010 through 2016, Larry served as the LCM
member representative for Bethlehem United Methodist
Church (BUMC) during the transition period when member churches made the LCM Board self-perpetuating.
He and his wife Donna have long been active at BUMC,
where Larry was a Stephen Minister. Larry became an
LCM board member in January 2016 and served in this
role until December of 2018. During 2017 and 2018, he
served as the LCM Board secretary and as a member of
the LCM Finance Committee from 2016 to 2018. LCM
benefited greatly from Larry’s extensive knowledge of
finance and accounting.
“Larry played a significant role in the development of
LCM’s vision of a poverty-free Smith Mountain Lake
community, including identifying members of the
community from whom to solicit input,” said Jim Caskie,
a current member of the LCM Board and Finance
Committee Chair. “He was always willing to help,
whether the issue was complicated like creating modeling assumptions for possible COVID-19 outcomes or
more straight forward like serving as a Walk Team
Leader for LCM’s Walk to End Poverty.”

A Simple Gesture Thrives with
Community Support
A Simple Gesture SML, the Lake Christian Ministries’
food pantry pick-up program, continues to grow each
year. Over 300 households in 29 neighborhoods across
the Smith Mountain Lake community participate in the
pantry pick-up program. This program collects thousands
of pounds of food and personal care supplies for our
neighbors in need each quarter. A Simple Gesture SML
is sponsored by Centra Stroobants Cardiovascular Group.
During 2020, the program collected a total of 14,538
pounds of food supplies from donors. In addition to the
quarterly collections, two emergency collections were
conducted
to build
foodGrows
supplies
duringPandemic
the early
Demand for
LCMLCM’s
Services
During
months of the COVID-19 pandemic when food resources
were scare and demand for food assistance was growing.
The average collection bag contains about $15 in
requested products and the average collection equals
250 bags. That means that each quarterly collection
saves LCM $3,750 in food assistance costs which
amounts to nearly $15,000 in savings annually.
Many thanks to all the neighborhoods and individuals
who make this pantry pick-up program a resounding
success. A big thank you also goes out to Linda Strup,
LCM’s A Simple Gesture Coordinator, who does a
remarkable job coordinating and communicating
with donors and collection sites.
The next quarterly collection is scheduled for March 5,
2021, with a wish list for canned applesauce, peaches
and mandarin oranges. For more information about A
Simple Gesture SML or to sign up to participate, go to
www.asimplegesturesml.org.

Resurrection Catholic Youth help sort A Simple Gesture donations.

LCM Volunteers collect A Simple Gesture donation bags.

Mark Your Calendar for
ROANOKE VALLEY GIVES 2021
Mark your calendars for March 10, 2021, for Roanoke
Valley Gives. Lake Christian Ministries will once again
utilize this 24-hour online giving day as our spring 2021
fund development event. We will share more about this
event after the holidays.

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
PERMIT #78
Roanoke, VA

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Simple Strategies for Smart Giving
Your minimum IRA distribution can help our
neighbors in need this holiday
As you know, annual withdrawals from traditional
retirement accounts are required after age 70 ½.
However, if you are in the fortunate position of not
needing your distribution for living expenses and
are charitably inclined, you can avoid income tax on
your required withdrawal by donating these funds
directly to Lake Christian Ministries to help our
neighbors in need who are struggling with the economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Here's how a qualified charitable distribution (QCD)
from your IRA can be used to help those in need and
reduce your tax bill:

•
•
•
•
•

Meet the QCD requirements
Satisfy required minimum distributions
Calculate your QCD tax break
Set up a direct transfer to a charity
Select a qualifying charity

Those who meet the age requirement can transfer
up to $100,000 per year directly from an IRA to
LCM, an eligible charity, without paying income tax
on the transaction. If you file a joint tax return, your

spouse can also make a charitable contribution of up to
$100,000. Qualified charitable contributions must be made
by December 31 each year in order to exclude that amount
from taxable income.
You can donate part of your required distribution to LCM
and withdraw the rest of it as retirement income as long as
you meet the minimum distribution requirement by the
end of the calendar year. If you are already giving to LCM,
why not give from your IRA with funds that must be
distributed anyway?

