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Save the Date
Save the Date for 10th Annual SML Walk to End Poverty

The annual SML Walk to End Poverty occurs Saturday, September 17, 2022, at
SML State Park. Proceeds from the Walk enable LCM to provide vital programs
and services to address the growing crisis of poverty in our community. Walkers,
runners, individuals and teams participate in a 5K or 10K walk or run, and a free
lunch and music follows.
Volunteers are always needed to serve on the Walk planning team which meets
from June to September. If you’re interested in serving, please contact Jane
Winters, LCM Executive Director, at lcmexdr@gmail.com. “The Walk is a fun, family
event and an important fundraiser that enables all of us to work together to make
a difference for local families in need, while bringing much-needed awareness to
our organization and mission,” Winters said.
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More information about this important event will be provided later this summer.
Until then, save the date and plan to join us for a fun morning in the park on
September 17.
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Special Note: If you are away for a time and are planning a “Temporary Hold” on your USPS mail, please send your email
address to lcmdonblanchard@gmail.com so we can send our newsletters to you electronically.
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Simple Strategies for Smart Giving

Andy Crawford

Your minimum IRA distribution can help vulnerable families in need and give you a break on income taxes.
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Welcome New Volunteers

Barry Welch

We welcome our new volunteers who joined Lake Christian Ministries during
the past quarter. The following volunteers are now part of our LCM Family!

Ron Willard, II

Dave Banks

Sean Doyle

Jada Banks

Barbara Lenco

Patricia “Patty” Deleo

Matt Mullen

Diane Thumann
We also welcome back two volunteers who took time off during COVID and are
now back in volunteer service at LCM.
Tamara Akin
Lynda Imirie
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After years of contributing to tax-deferred 401(k)s and Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs), it is frustrating when income tax
is now due on this money when you take withdrawals in retirement. Annual withdrawals from traditional retirement accounts
are required after age 72. However, if you are in the fortunate position of not needing your distribution for living expenses
and are charitably inclined, you can avoid income tax on your required withdrawal by donating these funds directly to a 501c3
charity.
You can donate all or part of your required distribution to Lake Christian Ministries and withdraw the rest of it as retirement
income as long as you meet the minimum distribution requirement by the end of the calendar year. If you are already giving
to our organization, consider making a designated charitable distribution from your IRA directly to Lake Christian Ministries
and receive a break on taxes.

Building Hope for Tomorrow
Facility Expansion Update
We are moving into the second quarter of facility expansion and
capital campaign outreach. Building plans for the new facility are
nearly complete and three local builders have been identified
to provide construction bids in the next two months. Balzer
& Associates, the architectural firm designing the new facility,
created the rendering below for the proposed campus - new
facility, renovation of the existing facility and landscaping and
hardscaping which will be generously provided as an in-kind
donation by Seven Oaks.

families experiencing domestic violence. Both of these community
resource partners work with LCM to fast track collaborative
community support for a growing number of individuals and
families in need. More community partners want a presence at
LCM but space constraints make this difficult. To accommodate
these essential collaborations, we need multiple rooms onsite at
LCM that provide privacy to meet with families and coordinate
community services.
Capital Campaign Update

Building Community Collaborations

A capital campaign is underway through 2022 and 2023 to secure
$700,000 to construct a building adjacent to the existing LCM
center to house a warehouse, clothing area and classrooms and to
renovate and add meeting rooms to the existing building. “I am
thrilled to report that in just four months, a little over $500,000 has
been donated by our generous community. This represents 72%
of the funding needed. We are hopeful that the community will
wrap their arms around this project and commit the remaining
28% by the end of summer so we can begin construction this fall.
When this facility project is completed, the benefits to those we
serve will be truly life-changing,” said Jane Winters, LCM Executive
Director.

Currently LCM hosts a Community Health Worker three days
per week. Her role is to connect families to health services and
community resources. In addition, a Domestic Violence Counselor
is onsite each Friday. She meets with LCM clients to coordinate
legal support, safe shelter and other services needed to stabilize

Donors can support this facility expansion by donating online at
LCMBuildsHope.org or mailing checks to Lake Christian Ministries,
P.O. Box 695, Moneta, VA 24121. The LCMBuildsHope.org website
provides a short video that outlines the facility expansion plans.

Over the past 30 years, LCM has evolved from a food and clothing
pantry into a collaborative crisis support center that also provides
financial aid for housing, utilities, medical and dental support
and New Tomorrows Program services for families seeking a
pathway out of poverty. In addition, LCM works in collaboration
with other community service partners to address specific needs
and provides a central location for these organizations to meet
with clients and coordinate relief resources and services. These
activities require physical space that was not necessary when our
services were limited to providing food and clothing.

How Do I Give to Help Build Hope for Tomorrow?

Making New Tomorrows

Volunteer Appreciation
Event Recognizes Many

Like many of LCM’s New Tomorrows neighbors, circumstances forced
Jake into needing help achieving self-sufficiency. Jake moved to the
lake community last October, after a layoff from a job at an Amazon
warehouse in California. He was eager to start fresh where cost of living
would be lower. His aging truck needed repairs so he left it behind,
arriving here with no job, no housing and no transportation.

Wish List Donations
Lake Christian Ministries appreciates your generous support! During the spring and summer months the following
donations are needed to support our neighbors in need.
• Spring and summer clothing

Ninety LCM volunteers, board members and staff attended the
2022 Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon on April 27 at Bethlehem
United Methodist Church. A brief overview of the past 30 years of
Lake Christian Ministries service was presented. Jane Winters and
Jim Bennett, LCM Facility Expansion Committee Chair, also shared
an update on LCM’s facility expansion plans and capital campaign
progress to fund the project. Fun prizes were awarded to the
following volunteers:

Jake first stayed with a childhood friend in Moneta, sleeping on her
sofa. She brought him to Lake Christian Ministries for help in finding a
job. Through our New Tomorrows Program, he was connected to a job
opening at Capps Home Building Center, a valued LCM Business Partner.
Jake was worried about transportation to his new job, but LCM’s New
Tomorrows staff helped find a loaned vehicle he could use temporarily.

• Sheets and towels
•P
 ersonal care items –
shampoo and toothpaste
• Laundry and dish detergents

• Clara Ebert for the most years in volunteer service;
• Colleen McNulty for the most volunteer hours logged per week; and

Bruce Shelton, Capps CEO, met Jake while he was interviewing with the
Capps warehouse manager. Jake was offered the job that day and started
work a few days later. After his first day at work, Jake called our New
Tomorrows Program Director Susan Hughes to say how much he loved
working at Capps and how thankful he was for help with finding a job
and transportation. He called again a week later, reporting that he had
worked over 50 hours that week and was thrilled. He continues to work
hard and loves his job at Capps.

• Diane Thumann for being the newest volunteer.

A productive wage-earner again, Jake found a place to live in Bedford
County, renting a room in a trailer from an older gentleman. Jake helped out with chores and enjoyed staying there for several
months. In March, he was able to buy a used car with the help of a New Tomorrows micro-loan that he will pay off this year.
In May, Jake finally was able to afford rental housing near the lake. He loves the view and has several of his co-workers as
neighbors. Jake is working on a side business. He has a drone and is doing aerial photography. Contact LCM’s New Tomorrows
Director at lcmntdr@gmail.com should you have a need.
Jake commented, “I am so thankful for everyone at Lake Christian Ministries. They are very caring and helpful. God is good!”

Paul Eveland Extra Mile Award recipients were announced for 2020,
2021 and 2022 since the annual volunteer appreciation event was
suspended in 2020 and 2021 due to the pandemic. Paul Eveland
Extra Mile Awards are presented to volunteers that go “above and
beyond the call of duty” in volunteer service to LCM and families in
need. The award winners were:

Clara Ebert

Simple Gestures Reduce
Expenses for LCM

• Jim Caskie, Financial Aid Manager (2020);

Donations from A Simple Gesture SML continue to help reduce LCM
expenses during a time when food costs are rising for all of us. This
neighborhood donation pick-up program provides thousands of
pounds of food, cleaning supplies and personal hygiene items each
quarter. On March 4, the collection provided 2,714 lbs. of canned fruit
from 214 donors.

• Mark Oliver, Warehouse Manager (2020);
• Linda Wirt, Front Office Manager (2021);
• John Gallagher, Penhook Remote and Warehouse Volunteer (2021);
• Rick Mosher, Feeding America Compliance Volunteer and
Warehouse Manager (2022)

The next quarterly collection is scheduled for June 10 with a wish list
of shampoo, bar soap, deodorant, toothpaste, and toothbrushes. If
you have not registered for A Simple Gesture, contact Linda Strup at
asimplegesturesml.org.

“We thank all our volunteers who donate their time and talent to
assist Lake Christian Ministries and local families struggling with
poverty,” said LCM Executive Director Jane Winters. “We have the best
volunteers in the lake community!”
Colleen McNulty and Diane Thumann

Service Impact
During the first four months of 2022, LCM
continued to see a growing demand for
financial aid and New Tomorrows services.
The lifting of government suspensions
for housing evictions and termination of
utilities as well as rising inflation created an
increase in financial aid requests resulting
in a significant shortfall in LCM’s operating
budget for financial aid. The number
of neighbors utilizing New Tomorrows
Program services also increased as we
worked with neighbors to overcome
barriers and help them get back to work
and meaningfully employed.

First SML Gives Day is Big Success

From January 1-April 30, LCM provided:
Food Assistance to

March 16 was a memorable day for lake area charities. The first SML Gives Day was held as a 24 hour online giving day to
replace the former Roanoke Valley Gives event. Thirteen area charities collectively raised over $86,000 in critical operating
funds. Lake Christian Ministries was the largest benefactor, receiving over $28,000 from its generous supporters.

2,380 individuals in 877 families

“We were very pleased at the number of charities that joined us for SML Gives Day,” said chief organizer Lisa Lietz, SML Good
Neighbors Director.

Financial Aid in the amount of

$91,351 to assist 183 families

Added Jane Winters, LCM Executive Director, “As usual, LCM’s supporters came through in a big way, exceeding our
expectations. The generosity of this community and its concern for families who are struggling economically never ceases
to amaze me. We are exceedingly grateful for the response to the first SML Gives and look forward to participating in SML
Gives Day next year.”

104 Clients working in New
Tomorrows Program
Jim Caskie, Mark Oliver, Linda Wirt and John Gallagher

Jane Winters and Rick Mosher

